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EARLY ITALY.   SOURCES OF INFORMATION
I
N the fourth century b, c., just when the Greek world, in
spite of a background of flourishing civilization, was falling
to pieces politically, the opposite process was going on in
another part of the world. In Italy political unification was
in full swing, and a powerful empire including the whole
peninsula was in process of formation. This development
took place, not among the Greek colonists of Italy and Sicily,
who, as we have seen already, were unable to maintain
a permanent union even among themselves, but among the
Italian tribes, who had for a long time kept up relations with
the Etruscans and Greeks and gradually adopted their culture.
By virtue of this process of union, Italy came quickly to the
front in the politics of the fourth century b. c.; and from
the end of the second century her voice is decisive in the
public affairs of the East, and the Greeks have to obey her
bidding.
This state of things, which fixed the course of man's
development for many centuries, suggests a fundamental
question. How was it possible, on Italian soil and on the
basis of a league presided over by one of its members, to
create a single power with a strong army and a rich treasury,
whereas Greece, in spite of her creative genius, never succeeded
in ^any of her attempts to secure the same result ? In other
words: why did Rome, just such a city-state as Athens or
Sparta, succeed in solving the puzzle which had baffled both
Athens and Sparta and even the Greek monarchies founded
upon military strength by the successors of Alexander ?
The rise of this empire with Rome for its capital, and its
extension over the peninsula and later over the world, was
enormously impressive, as an historical fact, to the thinkers
and historians of antiquity, whether they were natives of
Italy and therefore themselves makers of that empire, or
Greeks and therefore forced to submit to its sway. Great
intellects, such as Polybius, the Greek historian who described
the palmy days of Rome and her brilliant victories in East
and West in the second century b. c., and a succession of
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